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Subject annotation 
The study subject Problems of the history of legal thought is intended to develop the doctoral 

students‘ abilities to independently analyze and evaluate the evolution of legal thought; based 

on the acquired knowledge, to reveal and substantiate such categories as law, justice, concepts 

of law, etc., as well as their genesis in an argumentative manner; to name the principles of law 

with an understanding of their formation history and being able to reveal their regulatory 

potential. The State cannot exist without law, and the law is created by the state power, so the 

evolution of legal thought is closely related to the development of the State, which means that 

studying this subject inevitably requires researching the patterns of formation and development 

of views about the State. Reflecting on the material of the Problems of the history of legal 

thought will serve not only to develop the legal intelligence and legal culture of the doctoral 

student, but will also be useful as a methodological basis for further scientific research. 

 

Topics analyzed: 

I. Ancient legal ideas. 

1. Plato: Theory of Justice. Peculiarities of the projects of the ideal State. 

2. Aristotle: The concept of the State. The doctrine of justice. 

3. Cicero: The concept of natural law. Natural law as a source of positive law. 

II. Christian medieval legal doctrine. 

1. St. Augustine: The Theory of Two States. Law as a synonym for order. Theory of laws. 

2. St. Thomas Aquinas: The Reception of Aristotle's Teaching. Theory of justice. Theory of 

laws. 

III. The Doctrine of Natural Law during XVII-XVIII Centuries 

1. H. Grotius: Natural law and the social treaty as a source of the law of nations and the internal 

law of the state. 

2. Th. Hobbes: The natural condition and the need to overcome it. The significance of natural 

laws for the conclusion of a social contract. 

3. J. Locke: Theory of Natural Rights. Doctrine of social contract. 

3. J. J. Rousseau: The concept of the natural condition. Civic status as the ideal of a just society. 

IV. Absolute and limited ideas of state power. 

1. J. Boden: The Concept and Signs of Sovereignty. 

2. The doctrine of absolute political power in the theories of N. Machiavelli and Th. Hobbes. 

3. J. Locke and Ch. L. Montesquieu: Separation of powers as control of political power and 

guarantee of freedom. The influence of the idea on the formation of constitutionalism. 

V. Legal Ideas of Representatives of Classical German Philosophy. 

1. I. Kant: A categorical imperative. Law as an Order of Reasonable Freedom. 

2. G. Hegel: Dialectics. Abstract law, morality and morality. 

VI. Basic legal doctrines of the 19th - first half of 20th century. 

1. School of Historical Law: The Origin of Law. Sources of law. Customary law and legislation. 

2. Legal theory of Marxism. The relationship between law and state. Classical nature of law. 

3. Synthesis of Liberal Thought and Legal Positivism in the doctrine of J. Bentham. 

4. The advantages and possible negative consequences of democracy; guarantees of the 

protection of civil rights in A. de Tocqueville theory. 



5. R. Jering's jurisprudence of interests. 

VII. Legal ideas in Lithuania during XVII-XVIII centuries. 

1. A. Volan: Divine and Natural Law. Law as the unifying force of people in society. 

2. A. A. Olizarowski. The problem of freedom and slavery. Law and equality. 

 3. H. Stroynowski: Theory of Natural Law. The concept of freedom. The Constitution as a 

universal treaty of the people. 
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