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Subject annotation 

The subject of Criminal Policy is devoted to the analysis and evaluation of theoretical, scientific and 

practical issues of criminal policy. 

Topics analyzed: the concept and content of criminal policy; criminalization (decriminalization) and 

its criteria; penalization (depenalization) and its criteria; the system and types of penalties, the types 

and structure of sanctions, the sentencing rules, case law, etc .; factors influencing criminal policy: 

crime structure and tendencies; influence of the Constitution and decisions of the Constitutional Court 

on criminal policy; law enforcement and judicial activities; economic and financial capabilities of the 

state and human resources; the influence of the science of criminal law and criminology on criminal 

policy, the requirements of international and European Union law on criminal policy, etc.; criminal 

policy in Lithuania and its historical development; the effectiveness of criminal policy and the criteria 

for evaluating it; criminal policy in Eastern, Central and Western Europe. 

Upon completion of the study subject, the doctoral student must have mastered the system of 

categories of criminal policy, knowledge of how the same categories are perceived and interpreted in 

legal doctrine, legislative process and jurisprudence. Moreover, the doctoral student must be able to 

analyze the chosen problem of criminal policy in the broader context of theoretical problems of law, 

be able to apply various methods of legal research to assess and solve theoretical and practical 

problems of criminal policy. 
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